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objection to anything which, harmless in itself,
might injure the cause. A number of delegates
to a Trades Union Congress thought it com-
patible with their duty and dignity to accept
Horatio Bottomley's hospitality. Hardie wrote
sardonically :
" I am not very censorious in these matters,
but were I a member of a union whose delegate
attended this spread I would hesitate before
again entrusting him with the honour of the
union at future Congresses."
Bottomley did not forget or forgive easily. He
waited for an opportunity to hit back and thought
he had it when the Labour Leader called him
ironically " a paragon of business purity and
electoral probity.** He wrote a threatening
letter. Hardie civilly acknowledged it, and
added this remark :
cc It must be a source of the greatest satis-
faction to a man that he has the verdicts of
three juries to certify that he is not dishonest."
This sarcastic glance at his recent lawcourt
adventures further infuriated Bottomley; he
declared that he would " expose the finance of
the I.L.P." This was Hardie's rejoinder :
" I have your letter of the 4th instant and
have nothing to add to mine of the 3rd, except
to say that every political blackguard in Eng~
land will follow with quite pathetic interest